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The treatment divide 



All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.



Inequality 
continued



Oh yes, and Military $1.8 trillion

I am sorry, we have to cut our funding to….



Efficiencies, 
needs and gaps



The great divide, new infections

Eastern Europe and Central AsiaWest and central Europe



AIDS-related deaths

Eastern Europe and Central AsiaWest and central Europe



People living with HIV

Eastern Europe and Central AsiaWest and central Europe



Treatment coverage

Eastern Europe and Central AsiaWest and central Europe



Law and policy

Eastern Europe and Central AsiaWest and central Europe



Law and policy

Eastern Europe and Central AsiaWest and central Europe



COVID-19… 



COVID19 & HIV
so different and yet so alike

• Gender-based violence (locked in, how to report, 
service availability)

• Homeless (shelters capacity, cannot observe social 
distancing measures)

• ARVs, long-term stocks
• Illegal income (sex workers, undocumented migrants)
• People in informal work sector
• LGBTIQ – targeted, hormonal therapy
• People with HIV, TB who are not on treatment are not 

an insignificant number
• Compounding factors (HIV, ageing, co-morbidities)
• Key populations living with HIV (access to treatment 

did not remove their vulnerabilities that led to 
acquisition of HIV)

• Harm reduction (what’s available, how low on priority 
list is it?)

• Livelihoods – who are the groups for 
whom social distancing measures 
means no work? 

• Social protection – the groups who 
cannot access? Not eligible?

• Law enforcement – who will they look 
for violations first?

• Access to health – who will have a car 
when public transportation is not 
available? Who will be able to pay 
treatment and care costs?

• What other treatment will be 
interrupted? 

• Health – who is more vulnerable? And 
are socio-economic factors, factored 
in or out?



Our views, our attitudes, 
make laws, create policies, 
provide services

And they can either reach 
people or exclude them

• Sex and sexuality
• Sexual orientation and gender identity
• Illness and death
• Gender equality
• Civic freedom
• Personal wealth
• Social status
• Right to health
• Race
• Drug use
• Stateless, on the move
• ‘the other’



People on the move



Gender 
inequalities, 
persistent and 
unacceptable

Global
• Maternal deaths (during childbirth) in 2020: 156,000
• FGM practiced per year globally: 3 million (currently it's estimated that 

200,000 women have undergone genital cutting)
• 10–60% of women have been assaulted by an intimate partner at some 

time in their lives
• Violence against transgender women, with life expectancy in Latin 

America of 33

Albania
Percentage of girls (15-19) currently in union: 6.7%
Percentage of boys (15-19) currently in union: 0.1%

Eastern Europe and Central Asia
IPV during pregnancy: 4% to 32%



The right to health, the right to life
• Weak health systems
• Health seen as an investment, not a cost
• Community-led service delivery
• People-centred resilient systems for health
• Prevention – before we need treatment

Health is an outcome of many factors
• Access to health - affordability, accessibility, acceptability, quality
• Socio-economic status
• Sexual and reproductive health and rights
• Cirminalisation of identities – sexuality, sexual orientation and gender 

identity, sex work, drug use
• Migration, displaced populations, conflicts
• Humanitarian crises, natural disasters
• Traditional social norms – gender, sexual orientation and gender 

identities
• Law and Law enforcement
• …

HIV, TB, Hepatitis, COVID19

How can we divide, 
How can we 
effectively respond 
without addressing 
our humanity?

We need evidence on 
impact of COVID19 on 

people living with HIV and 
TB, and those who survive 

of COVID19



Change is possible

activism, community engagement, 
leadership, solidarity, human 
rights, research, innovation, 

challenging and changing the norm

health as a social construct


	The HIV epidemic and response at a glance
	Progress
	PrEp
	�The treatment divide �
	All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.
	Inequality continued
	Foliennummer 7
	�Efficiencies, needs and gaps
	The great divide, new infections
	AIDS-related deaths
	People living with HIV
	Treatment coverage
	Law and policy
	Law and policy
	COVID-19… 
	COVID19 & HIV�so different and yet so alike
	Our views, our attitudes, make laws, create policies, provide services��And they can either reach people or exclude them
	Foliennummer 18
	Gender inequalities, persistent and unacceptable
	HIV, TB, Hepatitis, COVID19
	Change is possible��activism, community engagement, leadership, solidarity, human rights, research, innovation, challenging and changing the norm��health as a social construct�

